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Woodquay Park is a small secluded park, located close to the 
centre of the City and adjacent to the River Corrib. 
The area was originally made up of three islands, with an inlet 
extending between them.  This was subsequently developed 
as a quayside, attracting commercial traffic down the river. 
Woodquay is believed to be one of the earliest inhabited parts 
of Galway.

The park was created in the twentieth century following 
the infill of the quayside.  Today It is a small quiet, relatively 
unknown park, consisting of a fenced grassed area with many 
mature trees. It provides a green oasis, close to the centre and 
is valued by the local residents and neighbouring schools, who 
use it as a learning resource and natural play area.

The park has suffered in the past from anti-social behaviour, 
which creates disturbance to local residents. We want to 
unlock the potential of this park, enhance its amenity and 
biodiversity, putting forward a wide range of offerings to all 
ages and interest groups to encourage use by the public and 
local community. 

The aims of the project:

• To develop Woodquay Park as a high-quality and sustainable
public park to serve the local residents and visitors to Galway

• To develop aesthetically pleasing and functional spaces while
protecting and enhancing heritage features, views and site
characteristics in a manner that will facilitate sustainable
maintenance.

• To strike a balance between the heritage, people and wildlife
while also providing opportunities for active and passive
recreation and better connecting the park with the Corrib.

• To ensure there is uniformity and legibility throughout the
park with the use of appropriate park furniture, lighting,
signage, etc.

• To provide safe and secure access to the park for pedestrians
by the development of better access points and necessary
upgrades on the surrounding roads and footpaths .

• To provide opportunities for informal and or formal play and
entertainment

Galway City Council is the client for the 
project.  They are the landowners and are 
responsible for the park's management 
and maintenance. They have secured 
funding for the project and will be 
responsible for delivery of the project.

Fáilte Ireland are the primary source of 
funding for the project. The changes 
will be funded through their 'Urban 
Animation Capital Investment Scheme.'  
This is aimed at supporting sustainable 
tourism development through public 
realm and urban animation projects that 
have the potential to transform and re-
imagine urban centres for visitors and 
communities.  

Edward Cotter Partnership are providing 
quantity surveying services for the 
project

Tobar are providing archaeological 
services for the project. A baseline 
archaeological survey was undertaken in 
Summer 2023.

ACP are providing heritage services for 
the project. A baseline heritage survey 
was undertaken in Summer 2023.

PUNCH are providing civil, structural 
engineering and hydrological services for 
the project. 

MKO are providing planning and ecology 
services for the project.  A baseline 
ecological survey was undertaken in 
Summer 2023.

LUC are acting as lead consultant 
and landscape architect for the 
project.  Initial survey and analysis was 
undertaken in summer 2023. They 
are responsible for the developed 
design proposals, supported by other 
professionals.

• 2017 - The project was initiated by the Woodquay Residents
Association.  The group were keen to develop a project
that would reignite community spirit and foster a common
purpose through the creation of an open community space.
Their mission was to create 'eyes on the street' to combat
anti-social behaviour.

• 2018 - The group worked with garden designer Mary
Reynolds to come up with an initial concept design for the
park.  The aim was to reconnect the river to the park and
open up views.  The design was inspired by the River Corrib.

• 2021 - Galway City Council became involved with the
scheme. They reviewed the concept proposals and were
responsible for a successful bid to Fáilte Ireland's 'Urban
Animation Capital Investment Scheme'.  The criteria of the
funding states that projects should focus on provision of
public art, installations and animation spaces.

• 2022 - Galway City Council undertook a competitive tender
process to appoint a multi-disciplinary design team to
deliver the proposals.

• 2023 - A team led by LUC were appointed. The concept
proposals were reviewed and further technical survey
and analysis undertaken to identify any constraints
to implementation of the original design and other
opportunities that could be explored.  A meeting was held
with local schools and childcare providers to understand
how they used the park.

• 2024 - The concept design was developed further, taking on
board Galway City Council's aspiration to unite the park with
the surrounding streets.

• February 2024 - Engagement will be undertaken with the
surrounding community and park users to understand what
they think of the proposals. Feedback received will be fed
back into the design process.

• Spring 2024 - A Part 10 planning submission will be made to
An Bord Pleanála.

• Autumn 2024 - The project will be tendered to identify a
suitable contractor to implement the works.

• Early 2025 - The project will start on site.  Implementation
will take around 10 months (Late 2025).
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What are the impacts 
on the trees?

How does the park integrate 
with the surrounding areas?

Are the paths wide enough to 
allow access for all?

Would the amphitheatre 
block views to the Corrib?

Is the planting suitable 
for shaded areas?

How will the 
park drain?

Can the fountain be 
maintained?

Woodquay Park
Key themes
• ‘Eyes on the Street’
• An open community space
• Discrete performance areas
• Visual reference to the Corrib and its islands
• Weaving paths
• Diversified planting
• Seating edges
• Playable landscapes
• Incorporation of water through the space

Why change the proposals?
• An opportunity to enhance the wider area 

by extending the site boundary.  This will 
include the car parking area to the south, 
Corrib Terrace, Riverside and Waterside.

• An opportunity to respond to other 
initiatives in the local area.

• An opportunity to identify how others use 
the park and discover what they might want 
from the space.

• The design must respond to any constraints 
identified through recent surveys and 
studies, in particular the existing mature 
trees and ecology associated with the site 
and proximity to the Corrib.

• The design must respond to the climate 
crisis; for example, the inclusion of 
Sustainable Urban Drainage (SuDS), 
planting in line with the All Ireland 
Pollinators Plan.

• The design must meet the requirements of 
the primary funding source; Fáilte Ireland 
Urban Animation Scheme.

• The design must consider future 
maintenance regimes and budgets.

Original concept plan (initiated by the Woodquay Residents Association)
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and French ports, with the great medieval English ports of Chester, Bristol, 
Southampton and London, and with the North Sea and Baltic ports at least 
as far as Lübeck, linking the town to the far-flung network of the Hanseatic 
League.9 The erection of the town wall was one way of protecting the 
prosperity thus generated, making Galway down to the mid- or late sixteenth 
century a safe and ‘civilised’ place to trade, culturally as well as financially 
enriched by its dense network of trading contacts that by then included the 
newly-discovered lands of the Americas and the Caribbean. Relations with 
the Gaelic Irish, suppliers of the raw materials for export and so much more 
of what was exchanged, were amicable at least to the point of protecting the 
settlement from being plundered too often and the Galway market became the 
centrepiece of much of the regional, inland trade.

The new corporation had ambitions, as can be seen in its commencement in 
1498 of a canal to link the inner end of Lough Atalia with the Terryland River 
around the point where it disappears into the swallow hole of Poll an Mhuirlín; 
had the project been completed, it would have done much to drain the Suckeen 
bogs (Fig. 1) as well as extending communications through to Lough Corrib. 
Though the unfinished portion is titled Lynch’s Folly by later commentators,10

it was nevertheless a token of the self-confidence of the newly-formed 
corporation and the resources it expected to have at its disposal. Its commitment 
to the provision of public infrastructure in the interests of trade resulted in 
works being undertaken to the quays in the early sixteenth century and included
the erection of a new quay gate. The town defences also received attention and in
one instance, at least, the works were linked to a grant of planning permission. In
1558, Thomas Martin received ‘the site of a water-mill to be built on the lower
part of the bridge of Galway provided that within two years he should build, for
its defence and security, a gate of suitable height and dimensions, and a tower
of lime and stone’. A surviving stone plaque with a contracted Latin inscription
testifies to his completion of this work: Thomas Martin and Eveline Lynch
had this work and mill made A.D. 1562. It was around this time that a major
building programme was undertaken on the tholsel. Completed in 1580–81 its
upper floor served as Town Hall, courthouse and municipal archive: the ground
floor was occupied by the Town Gaol and adjacent shambles. This was later
scheduled to be replaced by ‘a faire comon Hall or Towlsell with convenient 
chambers for the Common Counsell, and Town Clearke, for the safe keeping 
of all the towne records and writings’. Begun in 1639 it was ‘underpropped 
with good stone pillers’ allowing pedestrians to pass freely under it; owing to 
the seventeenth-century wars the building was not completed until 1709.11 The 
fact that provision was being made for the preservation of the town archive is 
evidence not only of the seriousness with which the local authority took its 
responsibilities but also of the sense of independence it enjoyed. Beyond the 
collection of tax revenue on behalf of the crown, the demands of the state did 
not weigh too heavily on the Galway burgesses.

The merchant families contributed much to the religious infrastructure of the 
town and to its distinctive late medieval architecture (Maps 9, 10). The parish 
church of St Nicholas was the premier religious establishment within the town 
walls. The devotion of the townspeople is evident in the endowment of various 
chapels and family tombs as well as in additions to the church itself. Several 
religious orders were established in Galway with the direct financial support 
and ongoing patronage of individual families. The small Premonstratensian 
chapel on the west side of the river was granted to the Dominicans at the end of 
the fifteenth century. The Franciscans had been brought to Galway in 1296 and 
had established their friary on St Stephen’s Island to the north of the town. The 
Augustinian friars were invited to build a religious house on the headland of the 
southern ridge and erected their friary – the final Irish foundation of this order 

section of wall was built along the edge of the saltmarsh and was then turned 
northwards in a straight line across the ridge to link up with the northern curtain. 
Thus a compact area of some 11 hectares was enclosed, eminently defensible – 
at least until early modern artillery rendered town walls effectively redundant.

The absence of references to the castle at Galway after c. 1280 suggests that 
it may have been abandoned soon after this date and, indeed, its materials may 
have been used in the construction of the large hall built beside it by Walter’s 
son, Richard de Burgh, known as the Red Earl (d. 1326) (Fig. 3).6 It was this 
building that became the centre for the local administration of the manor of 
Galvy and its ultimate abandonment probably reflects the effective demise of 
the de Burgh influence. That there existed a thriving and sufficiently affluent 
community in Galway in the early fourteenth century is reflected in the fact 
that, in 1320, the burgesses significantly enlarged their local parish church, 
St Nicholas’s, whose foundation must date to the early years of the borough’s 
establishment. Although there is no record of the Black Death of 1348 coming 
to Galway, being a seaport town with a developing external trade network, it is 
to be expected that it too was affected by the devastating plague. Its importance 
as a key trading centre was recognised by the crown in the mid-1370s when, 
for a short period, Galway was licensed as one of four Irish ports (along with 
Dublin, Cork and Waterford) where customs due on wool could be paid.

In common with many other Irish towns, significant suburbs began to 
develop outside the walls. The pictorial map, which depicts the town in the 
mid-seventeenth century, records five principal suburbs. The northern suburb, 
reached through the Little Gate, developed around the Franciscan friary 
established in 1296 on St Stephen’s Island. The eastern suburb grew on the 
edge of the open area known as the Green (Eyre Square) and stretched out 
along the great thoroughfare of An Bóthar Mór and the lesser thoroughfare 
of An Bóthar Beag (College Road/Forster Street). On the island accessed 
directly from the Great or West Bridge was the suburb or ‘middle town’ of 
Ballymanagh (An Baile Meadhanach), focused on a single street (Dominick 
Street Lower). At the centre of the southern suburb on the western side of the 
river was a small chapel, a dependent hospice of the Premonstratensian canons 
from Holy Trinity Abbey, Tuam. The early thirteenth-century date suggested 
for its foundation would indicate that there was a settled community in this 
area around the same time that Richard de Burgh established his bridgehead 
on the opposite side of the river. At the close of the fifteenth century this ruined 
chapel was granted to the Dominicans of Athenry, who established a foundation 
there, and the area now known as the Claddagh became the home of fishing 
families and boatbuilders who developed a distinct identity that persisted into 
the early twentieth century. The western suburb, known as An Faiche Beag, 
the little green (corresponding to the area between Mill Street and St Helen’s/
Henry Street), was a typical medieval ribbon development along the routeways 
leading northwards to Newcastle and westwards to Barna (Fig. 2).

The principal natural resource that was most thoroughly exploited from the 
foundation of the town was water. This was used to power the mills and in the 
preparation of hides for export. Later street names recall leather-based traders 
such as skinners, glovers and shoemakers. Similarly, the brewing of ale can be 
dated to the foundation period. The murage charter of 13617 provides a glimpse 
of the variety of goods being traded and the distances over which they were 
carried: wines, salt, coal, cloths and silks, nails and ropes, olive oil, hides and 
skins, live animals, large sacks of wool, fish, coloured glass, millstones, and 
a great many more items. All aspects of seafaring mattered to this maritime 
port and the ship that dominated the early period of trade – the square-rigged, 
single-masted cog – found visible expression on the seal used by the town at a 
later period. And it is no surprise that the local parish church was dedicated to 
St Nicholas, a patron then widely associated with sailors and merchants. Eel 
weirs, salmon weirs and the ‘Galway fishery’ feature frequently in references 
from the de Burgh period onwards and were evidently much prized; the spearing 
of salmon on the Googe map of 1583 has a basis in fact (Map 6).

*                *                * 

Founded for and sustained by maritime trade, it was during the late 
medieval period that Galway became a key player in the mercantile life of 
Europe’s Atlantic seaboard. The decline of central government in most of the 
Anglo-Norman colony in this period enabled the citizens of Galway to seek 
autonomy in the management of their affairs and a small coterie of merchant 
families, whose descendants would honour them with the appellation ‘tribes 
of Galway’, established themselves as an undisputed oligarchy in control of its 
municipal activities.

The conferring of a royal charter in 1396 started the burgesses on the road 
to eventual self-government, a privilege they ultimately managed to secure 
from King Richard III in 1484 when they were granted power to elect annually 
their own mayor, bailiffs and corporation. Not content with administrative 
independence, the burgesses also determined to wrest control of their 
spiritual affairs from the Cistercians of Abbeyknockmoy who had the right 
of presentation of vicars to their local parish church. And so, in the following 
year, they secured a papal bull establishing St Nicholas’s as a collegiate 
church. These inhabitants viewed themselves as separate and distinct from 
the Gaelic Irish who dwelt outside the walls. Though ready to trade with 
them in wool and hides, and even to admit some into their ranks, such as the 
families of Ó Dorchaidh (anglicised D’Arcy or Darcy) and Ó Ciardubháin 
(anglicised Kirwan), by the end of the fifteenth century the townspeople 
presented themselves as ‘modest and civil people’ who ‘lived in the said town, 
surrounded with walls, not following the customs of the mountainous and wild 
people of those parts’.8

The Galway merchants traded with counterparts in Spanish, Portuguese 

0 km 1

Scale 1:25,000

IHTA 2016

6

Metres above
sea level

3

9
12
15

0

18
21

Street or routeway, probable
River and shoreline, conjectural

N

M
ea

dl
e

Horse
Island

Sr
ut

há
n M

hu
ire

 

Lough Atalia

Oileáin
Altanach

S r
ut

há
n an

Cai
sle

áin

Fort Hill

Fairhill

Te r r y land

River

Suckeen
bogs

Ford

Ford

Castle

River Corrib

Galway Bay

St
Stephen’s

Island

Bóthar M
ór

Fig. 1  Site of GalwayFig. 1  Site of Galway

Iris
h H

ist
ori

c T
ow

ns
 A

tla
s 

Roy
al 

Iris
h A

ca
de

my

• The proposed site largely comprises
reclaimed ground and a culverted river
channel, and these works may have
disturbed earlier archaeological deposits fro
the medieval period.

• The site is partially located within the Zone
of Notification for the historic town of
Galway, however no element of Galway’s
town defences are located on or in the
immediate vicinity of the site.

• The site is not a protected structure and
there are none in the immediate vicinity of
the park.

• There is a small memorial plaque for the
Irish Countrywomen’s Association, 1910-1985.
This will be retained and relocated.

• The site lies adjacent the Lough Corrib
Special Area of Conservation, close to
the Inner Galway Special Protection Area
and Galway Bay Complex Special Area of
Conservation. Site Investigations within the
Proposed Development site. Report to be
submitted to relevant authorities.

Woodquay Park
Historic evolution of the site

2. 1200-c.1900

3. Growth of Galway to 1895.

1 Site of Galway

4. The site in 1944.

1. Site of Galway - The area was formed by two 
islands; St Stephen's Island and Horse Island.  
(taken from Map 25, valuation, 1855, in Jacinta Prunty 
and Paul Walsh, Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 28, 
Galway/Gaillimh, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 2016 )

2. Development 1200-c.1900 - The land was 
gradually reclaimed in the eighteenth 
century through the Corrib Drainage 
Scheme. An inlet of the River Corrib 
extended towards the city centre. (taken from 
Map 5, Galway, c. 1200 to c. 1900, in Jacinta Prunty 
and Paul Walsh, Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no.28, 
Galway/Gaillimh, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 2016)

Site Constraints

3. Growth of Galway to 1895 -The inlet was
developed as the site for the commercial
docks (turf, wood, and timber), with a 150
feet wooden quay that ran the length of it.
A Potato Market was developed at the point
where it met St Vincent's Avenue.    (Taken
from Map 28, Galway, to 1895, in Jacinta Prunty and 
Paul Walsh, Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 28, Galway/
Gaillimh, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 2016)

4. The site in 1944 - Further infill of the Corrib
was undertaken and land at Woodquay was
reclaimed to make a play ground (Taken from 
Irish Townland and Historical Map Viewer, Galway/
Gaillimh, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 2016)
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Woodquay Park
Site Survey and Analysis - Key Findings

Trees
• A Tree Survey was undertaken in summer 

2023. This identified the quality of the trees 
and their suitability for retention.

• There are eighteen trees within the park.  
These are planted in two rows and define 
the edge of the park. A Grey Alder, at the 
centre, interrupts views to the riverside.  

• Species include Large leaved Lime, White
Willow, Common Alder, London Plane,
Swedish Whitebeam, Rowan, Purple Beech,
Sycamore, Silver Birch, Grey Alder and
Liquidambar.

• Two White Willows (Grade A trees) require
ongoing pruning to ensure they do not
become too large for the space.

• A Rowan, Liquidambar, Silver Birch and
Swedish Whitebeam are classed as Grade C.

• All other trees within the park are
categorised as Grade B, with no significant
defects.

• A calculation of their rooting area was made;
this has informed the design layout.

Ecology
• A baseline ecological survey was undertaken

in summer 2023.
• The site is located within an area of high

groundwater vulnerability, within the same
hydrological sub-catchment as the Lough
Corrib Special Area of Conservation.

• Proposals should avoid indirect impacts on
the important habitats and species through
deterioration of water quality.

• Trees to the east and west margins have
been identified as having low to moderate
roosting potential for bats.  A more detailed
Bat survey will be commissioned during the
survey window.

Access and Parking
• Two way access to Corrib Terrace and

Riverside but width is restricted (2.6-4.3m).
• Coach operators use Riverside as entry and

exit route from the dock at Steamer’s Quay.
• 12 metered parking spaces are provided on

Corrib Terrace and 9 on Riverside.
• 43 residents permits have been issued for

Zone 8 including Corrib Terrace, Waterside
and Riverside. 35 Park and Stride permits
have been issued to parents/carers.

• 8 parking spaces and 2 disabled spaces are
provided to the south of the park. 2 standard
spaces, 2 spaces for EV charging and 5
motorcycle spaces are located at the end of
Riverside.

• Driveway access is required at three
locations on Riverside.

• A cycle hire station comprising 20 stands is
located to the south of the park.

• The school cycle bus passes the northern
end of the park.

Utilities and Drainage
• A ground-penetrating radar survey was 

undertaken in Summer 2023.  
• Further CCTV surveys, ground infiltration 

tests and site investigation will take place in 
Spring 2024.

• The site is not at risk from coastal or river 
flooding and does not form part of the 
Galway City Flood Relief Scheme.

• Galway City Council will require use of 
nature-based drainage solutions, such as 
permeable paving and bioretention areas. 
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KEY PUBLIC REALM SPACES
6. Woodquay Square

Potential improvements

• Engage with local businesses, residents

and local stakeholders to develop the

design for a new public space

• Remove the majority of car parking

spaces and align carriageway to one side

of Woodquay Square, freeing up space for

new public realm

• Incorporate street trees, particularly along

the street edge

• Incorporate planting and public seating

• Provide space for markets or events

• Consider opportunities for local

businesses to have outdoor seating

• Create a raised table crossing across

Headford Road/St Vincents Avenue to

Corrib Terrace

• Transform hard standing and car parking

into an extension of the park at Corrib

Terrace

• Consider locating artwork at the southern

end of Woodquay that will create a marker

when approaching from Mary Street
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2 No. PRUNUS AVIUM  ‘PLENA’
SEMI-MATURE DOUBLE WHITE FLOWERING
CHERRY TREES WITH ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

1 No. ILEX ‘NELLIE R. STEVENS’
SEMI-MATURE HOLY TREE WITH
LOW-LEVEL ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

6 No. BETULA  PENDULA
SEMI-MATURE SILVER BIRCH TREES
WITH ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

3 No. PRUNUS AVIUM  ‘PLENA’
SEMI-MATURE DOUBLE WHITE
FLOWERING CHERRY TREES

AREA POTENTIAL FOR
OUTDOOR SEATING

POTENTIAL FOR ARTWORK

PROPOSED LOW-LEVEL
ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

5 No. SHEFFIELD CYCLE STANDS

 CONCRETE SETT PAVING TO CAR PARKING

 CONCRETE SETT PAVING TO CAR PARKING
PROPOSED CONCRETE PAVING
WITH IRISH GRANITE KERB

PROPOSED ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

PROPOSED LOW-LEVEL
ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

HOT ROLLED ASPHALT

PROPOSED BENCH

1 No. PRUNUS AVIUM  ‘PLENA’
SEMI-MATURE DOUBLE WHITE
FLOWERING CHERRY TREE WITH
LOW-LEVEL ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

PROPOSED CONCRETE
SETT PAVING

PROPOSED LOW-LEVEL
ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

4 No. PYRUS CALLERYANA 'CHANTICLEER'
SEMI-MATURE ORNAMENTAL PEAR TREES
WITH LOW-LEVEL ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

PROPOSED CONCRETE PAVING
WITH GRANITE KERB

PROPOSED CONCRETE
SETT PAVING

PROPOSED POURED CONCRETE
TIE INTO EXISTING FOOTPATHS

PROPOSED POURED CONCRETE
TIE INTO EXISTING FOOTPATHS

4 No. ACER CAMPESTRE
‘STREETWISE’ SEMI-MATURE
FIELD MAPLE TREES WITH
LOW-LEVEL ORNAMENTAL
PLANTING

4 No. SHEFFIELD CYCLE STANDS

3 No. SHEFFIELD CYCLE STANDS

PROPOSED CONCRETE
SETT PAVING

 3 No. BENCHES

PROPOSED POURED CONCRETE
TIE INTO EXISTING FOOTPATHS

PROPOSED CONCRETE PAVING
WITH GRANITE KERB

1 No. CARPINUS BETULUS  ‘FRANS FONTAINE’
SEMI-MATURE HORNBEAM TREE WITH
LOW-LEVEL ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

5 No. SHEFFIELD CYCLE STANDS

2 No. SHEFFIELD CYCLE STANDS

2 No. PRUNUS AVIUM  ‘PLENA’ SEMI-MATURE
DOUBLE WHITE FLOWERING CHERRY TREES

3 No. BETULA  PENDULA
SEMI-MATURE SILVER BIRCH TREES
WITH ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

2 No. CARPINUS BETULUS  ‘FRANS
FONTAINE’ SEMI-MATURE HORNBEAM TREES

1 No. ARBUTUS UNEDO SEMI-MATURE
STRAWBERRY TREE

PROPOSED LOW-LEVEL
ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

3 No. PRUNUS AVIUM  ‘PLENA’
SEMI-MATURE DOUBLE WHITE
FLOWERING CHERRY TREES

EXISTING TREES TO BE RETAINED.
NO-DIG CONSTRUCTION METHOD
TO LIMIT DAMAGE TO TREE ROOTS

PROPOSED CONCRETE
SETT PAVING

2 No. PYRUS CALLERYANA
'CHANTICLEER' SEMI-MATURE
ORNAMENTAL PEAR TREES

Map reproduced from Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. EN 0002822 ©
Ordnance Survey Ireland/ Government of Ireland.
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Disclaimer
a. © Galway City Council (GCC) 2022.  This drawing is

confidential and the copyright in it is owned by GCC. This
drawing must not be either loaned, copied or otherwise
reproduced in whole or in part or used for any purpose without
the prior permission of GCC.

b. This drawing is to be used for the design element identified in
the titlebox. Other information shown is to be considered
indicative only. The drawing is to be read in conjunction with all
other relevant design drawings.

c. O.S. data used for plans are printed under © Ordnance Survey
Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved. Licence
Number EN 0002822 (Arup). All elevations are in metres and
relate to OSi Geoid Model (OSGM15) Malin Head. All
Co-ordinates are in Irish Transverse Mercator Grid (ITM) as
defined by OSi active local GPS station.

d. Information concerning the position of apparatus shown on this
drawing is based on drawings supplied by the utility owners
and/or the utility works contractor, whilst every care has been
taken in the preparation of this drawing, positions should be
taken as approximate and are intended for general guidance
only and no representation is made by the GCC as to the
accuracy, completeness, sufficiency or otherwise of this
drawing and the position of the apparatus. The information
contained herein does not purport to be comprehensive or final
as the apparatus is subject to being altered and/or superseded. 
Recipients should not rely on this information. Any liabilities are
hereby expressly disclaimed.

e. The information contained herein has been provided by the
GCC but does not purport to be comprehensive or final.
Recipients should not rely on the information. Neither the GCC
nor any of its directors, officers, employees, agents,
stakeholders or advisers  make any representation or warranty

as to, or accept any liability or responsibility in relation to, the
adequacy, accuracy, reasonableness or completeness of the
information provided as part of this document or any matter on
which the information is based (including but not limited to loss
or damage arising as a result of reliance by recipients on the
information or any part  of it). Any liabilities are hereby
expressly disclaimed.
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Woodquay Park
Other Initiatives

Clifden Railway Pedestrian and 
Cycle Bridge
• These proposals seek to re-use the surviving

pillars of the old Clifden Railway Bridge to
create a new pedestrian / cycling bridge
over the River Corrib, as part of the Galway
to Clifden Greenway.  This will provide a
direct connection between the University of
Galway and the Woodquay area.

Galway Cross-City Bus Link
• An east-west public transport route for

buses, cyclists and pedestrians. 
• South of Headford Road, car parking will be

removed to create extensive public realm.
• A raised ‘shared surface’ is shown linking

Woodquay Square to Woodquay Park.
• New cycle stands, planting and street trees

will be incorporated along Headford Road.
• Waterside will be closed to traffic and

vehicles diverted via Courthouse Square.
• Court Avenue will remain as a one way

street.

Galway Public Realm Strategy
• Woodquay Square, is identified as a ‘Key 

Public Realm Space’. 
• Priorities include removing car parking,

aligning the street to the east, and creating
a large area for lively markets or events.

• Immediately to the south of the  Park,
existing parking is identified as a 
‘Microspace’, an extension to the Park, 
possibly incorporating an element of play.  

• The strategy suggests the inclusion of
artwork at the southern end of Woodquay
Square to create a visual marker.

Galway Orb
• To celebrate Galway 2020 European Capital

of Culture a fire parade was held across
seven towns, using decorative spheres.

• Each sphere reflects the celebrations and
memories of the towns with silhouettes of
landscape and people. Every town has a
river and each sphere illustrates the river
along its base.  These spheres (or orbs)
were designed with the intention of being
used as permanent art installations in their
respective towns.

• Ballinasloe has recently installed its orb in a
permanent setting within the town.



Woodquay Park
Developed Concept Design Proposed changes

1    Two way access would be maintained to Riverside.
2    One way access would be created to Corrib Terrace. 
3    9 metered parking spaces would 

be maintained  on Riverside.  
4    12 metered parking spaces would be 

maintained  on Corrib Terrace. 
5    Corrib Terrace would be designed as a 'Home  

Zone'; this prioritises pedestrian movement 
and will promote life on the streets. 

6    Parking spaces on Corrib Terrace would be 
interspersed with areas of planting and both the 
footpath and road surface would be paved.

7    Paving would continue to the end of the 
park at Waterside, to improve physical 
and visual connection to the Corrib.

8    2 disabled space, 2 spaces for EV charging 
and 5 motorcycle spaces would be retained 
within a reconfigured area on Riverside. 

9    10 parking spaces would be lost adjacent Headford 
Road, which becomes part of the park. 

10    Cycle hire station to be relocated to this area.
11    3 trees would be removed. One Grey Alder 

would be removed from the centre of the park, 
to open up views to the river.  One Swedish 
Whitebeam and one Silver Birch would be 
removed from the Waterside end of the park.  
The Birch is near the end of its lifespan and the 
Whitebeam is growing within the hedge.

12    12 new trees will be planted 
13    Seating would be provide to the edges 

of the park and in clusters within the 
park, catering to a range of users.

14    Mounded landform would be created, 
to reference the islands in the Corrib. 
These could be used for play.

15    Rain gardens would be intoduced to provide 
sustainable drainage.  These would include 
biodiverse planting and informal pathways.

16    The Galway Orb would be installed adjacent 
Headford Road, to create a focal point to draw 
people into the park.  A rill feature within the 
paving would meander from the Orb and through 
the park, leading people to the riverside.

17    Paved areas would be located away from mature 
trees to minimise disturbance to their roots.

18    Additional crossing points into the park 
will be created to increase permeability.
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