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Galway City Climate Action Plan 2024 -
2029  

1 Introduction  
This is the Environmental Report that has been prepared as part of the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment of the draft Galway City Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 (CAP).  It sets out how the SEA 
has been undertaken and presents the findings of the assessment of the actions of the draft CAP 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎΩ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

Under Directive 2001/42/EC - Assessment of Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 
Environment, certain plans and programmes require an environmental assessment. This is known as 
the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.  Article 1 of this Directive states that its 
objective is:  

Ψǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a 
view to promoting sustainable developmentΦΩ 

This Environmental Report complies with the requirements of the Directive 2001/42/EC on the 
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (the SEA Directive) 
as implemented in Ireland through Statutory Instrument (SI) No.435 of 2004 European 
Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (as 
amended). 

These regulations are a statutory requirement for plans or programmes which could have 
significant environmental effects, and the assessment process aims to identify where there are 
potential effects and how any negative effects might be mitigated. 

1.1 Background to Galway City CAP 
Through the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021, Ireland is now 
on a legally binding path to net-Zero emissions no later than 2050, and to a 51% reduction in 
emissions by the end of this decade. The Act provides the framework for Ireland to meet its 
international and EU climate commitments and to become a leader in addressing climate change. 

As required by the 2021 Act, Galway City Council is preparing their first Local Authority Climate 
Action Plan (LA-CAP) which must be adopted by the Elected Members before 23rd February 2024.  
This will continue the work undertaken over the first Climate Change Action Plan 2019-2024 which 
was non statutory. 

 

1.1.1 Local Authority Climate Action Plans 
Local Authorities will have a particularly important role in the delivery of both climate mitigation and 
adaptation. This is reflected in the provisions of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Act, 2021, which requires each Local Authority to prepare a CAP specifying the 
mitigation and the adaptation measures to be adopted by the Local Authority. 

Local authorities are key drivers in advancing climate policy at the local level and the Galway City 
CAP aims to strengthen the alignment between national climate policy and local circumstances with 
the prioritisation and acceleration of evidence-based measures, to assist in the delivery of the 
climate neutrality objective for Galway City Council. 
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Galway City Council will use its CAP in planning how it will reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
across its own assets and infrastructure, whilst also taking on a broader role to influence, facilitate 
and co-ordinate the climate actions of communities and other stakeholders and what it will do to 
advocate for climate action in Galway City. In order to ensure that the CAP is centred around a 
strong understanding of the role and remit of Galway City Council on climate action, the Plan is 
being developed though the following framework. 

ω Full accountable: Targeted actions for areas where Galway City Council has full accountability 
for climate action within their own operations. 

ω Influence: Actions for where Galway City Council can influence businesses, communities, and 
individuals in the delivery of local climate action through the functions and services they provide. 

ω Coordination: Actions for where Galway City Council can coordinate and facilitate local and 
community action bringing together stakeholders in partnership to achieve climate action related 
projects. 

ω Advocate: Actions aligned to Galway City Council role as advocate on climate action through 
raising awareness, communicating, informing, and engaging in open dialogue on the topic. 

 

While the Climate Action Plan will be ambitious to reflect the leadership role of Galway City Council 
on climate action, the Plan will not include actions whereby their implementation and achievement 
fall outside our role, remit, and governance. 

1.2 Scale, Nature and Location of the Galway City CAP 
The plan will cover all of the functional area of Galway City. Figure 1.1 shows the location of Galway 
City, and the Atlantic Seaboard North Climate Action Regional office extent (CARO). Key themes with 
supporting actions include: 

¶ Governance and Leadership  

¶ Energy and Built Environment  

¶ Communities Resiliency and Transition  

¶ Environment and Biodiversity  

¶ Transport and Mobility  

¶ Sustainability and Resource Management 

The Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes 
(including requirements for lower-tier Appropriate Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment, 
Ecological Impact Assessment and requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-
making and consent granting. Actions arising from the plan will demonstrate compliance with the 
environmental protection measures in the current Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029, and 
SEA Environmental Reports and Natura Impact Reports that accompanies same.  

  



3 | P a g e 
 

 

FIGURE 1-1 GALWAY CITY AND THE CARO ATLANTIC SEABOARD NORTH 

  

1.3 Structure and Preparation of this Environmental Report 
Regulations contained in Schedule 2A of Statutory Instrument (S.I.) 436 of 2004(as 
amended) details the information to be contained in an Environmental Report.  The 
following Table 1.1 lists the information required and details where this information is 
contained in this Environmental Report.  

Table 1-1 Information Required to be contained in an SEA Environmental Report. 

Schedule 2B of Statutory Instrument 435 of 2004 Addressed in this SEA ER 

(a) an outline of the contents and main objectives of the plan 
and relationship with other relevant plans  

Chapter One Introduction and Chapter 
Two Methodology outlines contents and 
main objectives 

Chapter Three details the relationship 
with other relevant plans 

(b) the relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan 

Chapter Four Baseline Environment 
provides this information 

(c) the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected 

Chapter Four Baseline Environment 
provides this information 

(d) any Issues and Threats problems which are relevant to the 
plan including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a 
particular environmental importance, such as areas 
designated pursuant to the Birds Directive or Habitats 
Directive  

Chapter Four Baseline Environment 
provides this information. 

 

(e) the environmental protection objectives, established at 
international, European Union or national level, which are 
relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any 
environmental considerations have been taken into account 
during its preparation 

Chapter Five: SEA Objectives provides 
this information 

(f) the likely significant effects on the environment, including 
on issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, 

Chapter Seven, Significant Effects on the 
Environment provides this information 
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Schedule 2B of Statutory Instrument 435 of 2004 Addressed in this SEA ER 

fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, 
cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological 
heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the 
above factors 

(g) the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as 
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the 
environment of implementing the plan 

Chapter Eight, Mitigation Measures 
provides this information 

(h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives 
dealt with, and a description of how the assessment was 
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling 
the required information 

Chapter Six, Alternatives Considered 
provides this information and difficulties 
encountered are listed at the end of 
Chapter Two, Baseline Environment. 

 

(i) a description of the measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring of the significant environmental effects of 
implementation of the plan 

Chapter Nine, Monitoring provides this 
information 

(j) a non-technical summary of the information provided 
under the above headings 

This is provided as a separate document 
to this Environmental Report but is also 
available 
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2 Methodology 
This chapter presents the SEA methodology in detail and outlines the steps required for SEA.    The 
methodology used to carry out the SEA of the plan reflects the requirements of the SEA regulations 
and available guidance on undertaking SEA in Ireland, including: 
ω SEA Methodologies for Plans and Programmes in Ireland ς Synthesis Report Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 2003; 
ω Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and 
Programmes on the Environment ς Guidelines for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities - 
published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2004; 
ω Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (SI 436 
and SI 435 of 2004); 
ω Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 
201 of 2011); 
ω Planning and Development (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (S.I 
No 200 of 2011); 
ω SEA Process Checklist Consultation Draft 2008, EPA 2008; 
ω Circular Letter PSSP 6/2011 Further Transposition of EU Directive 2001/42/EC on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment; 
ω Guidance on integrating climate change and biodiversity into Strategic Environmental 
Assessment European Union 2013; 
ω SEA Resource Manual for Local and Regional Authorities, Draft Version, 2013; 
ω Integrating Climate Change into Strategic Environmental Assessment in Ireland ς A Guidance 
Note, EPA, 2015;  
ω Developing and assessing alternatives in Strategic Environmental Assessment, EPA, 2015; 
ω SEA of Local Authority Land Use Plans - EPA Recommendations and Resources (2020). 
ω Good practice guidance on Cumulative Effects Assessment in SEA, EPA, 2020 
ω Guidance on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Statements and Monitoring, EPA, 
2020. 
 

2.1 Stages in the SEA process 
The steps involved in SEA are as follows:   
ω  Screening (determining whether or not SEA is required).  
ω  Scoping (determining the range of environmental issues to be covered by the SEA).  
ω  The preparation of an Environmental Report (current stage) 
ω  The carrying out of consultations.  
ω  The integration of environmental considerations into the Plan or Programme. 
ω  The publication of information on the decision (SEA Statement). 
 

2.1.1  Scoping 
The purpose of the SEA Scoping report is to identify the scope of the SEA and ensure that relevant 
data and environmental topics are included in the SEA.  The Scoping report was issued to the 
statutory environmental authorities from 4th October to 2nd November 2023.   
Table 2.1 below summarises the main issues raised by consultees and the SEA response to same.  
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TABLE 2-1 SEA SCOPING SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED  

Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

EPA The scale of the challenge facing Ireland to address climate change is significant, as highlighted in 
our State of Environment Report ΨLǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ - !ƴ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ нлнлΩ м ό9t!Σ 
2020). We urgently need to accelerate action to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and 
implement adaptation measures to increase our resilience to climate change. 
 
We welcome that the Plan will set out a framework of climate actions to be carried out by Galway 
City Council, in collaboration with other key stakeholders, over the five-year period from 2024 to 
2029. This includes establishing climate action related strategic goals, high level objectives to 
support the delivery of these goals and also actions that are time-bound, measurable and focused 
on local level climate action.  
 
We acknowledge that draft strategic goals look to address energy, the built environment and related 
infrastructure, transportation, natural environment and green infrastructure, Economic 
development and green enterprise/business, community resilience and just transition, and 
Governance related aspects. We also acknowledge that the Plan will take account of both climate 
mitigation and climate adaptation actions. We recognise the importance of ensuring that the 
National Transition Objective is underpinned by a clean, healthy and well-protected environment. 
 
It is important, in developing and implementing the Plan, that it is set within the context of a wider 
and more integrated approach to environmental protection. 

Noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted, and agreed. 

 We note that the Plan will progress the climate adaptation and mitigation required at a local level 
and will support - a clear pathway to implement national climate policy locally, and prioritise action 
on evidence-focused climate measures that need to be taken.  
 
The SEA should play a key role in ensuring that this is achieved and should inform decision-making 
around the assessment and selection of actions and measures. The SEA should also assist in 
identifying ways to maximise the potential co-benefits of climate related measures for air quality, 
human health, biodiversity, water quality and other interrelated areas (i.e. win-win solutions).  
 
A key role of SEA is in assessing and informing the selection and refinement of actions and measures 
that maximise the co-benefits of climate actions for the wider environment and society. This should 
be highlighted in the SEA Report and the Plan 

Noted, the SEA and AA has 
influenced the CAP and 
provided additional 
recommended actions as 
well as amendment of 
existing actions to enhance 
overall environmental 
performance of the CAP. 
These include co benefits 
and cross cutting 
mitigation measures. 
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Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

 You should ensure that the Plan aligns with national commitments on climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, (such as the latest National Climate Action Plan) as well as any relevant sectoral or 
regional adaptation plans and adjacent local authority climate action plans.  
The Plan should include a commitment to consider any relevant updated actions, measures or 
recommendations that may arise in updates to the National Climate Action Plan over the lifetime of 
the Plan.  
 
The Plan and SEA should take into account the recent Climate Council Annual Review report, which 
is available at: https://www.climatecouncil.ie/councilpublications/annualreviewandreport/CCAC-
AR2023-FINAL%20Compressed%20web.pdf  
 
Additionally, the relevant objectives and policy commitments of the National Planning Framework 
and the Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the Galway City 
Development Plan should be aligned with and considered, as appropriate. 

Relevant sectoral climate 
action and adaptation 
plans are considered 
within Chapter 3 and 4 of 
this SEA ER. 
 
 
Noted, agreed. 
 
 
Relevant objectives from 
national, regional and 
county/city plans are 
considered and aligned 
with as relevant. 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
In preparing the Plan and SEA, the direct and indirect impacts of the Plan on greenhouse gas 
ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘϥǎ 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Projections 2022-2040 (EPA, 2023) and Ireland's Provisional Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions 1990-2022 (EPA, 2023) should be taken into account. The Climate Action Plan 
identifies actions to decarbonise electricity generation, the built environment and transport and to 
move towards carbon neutrality for agriculture, forest and land use sectors. The Plan should also 
integrate and align with the relevant actions in the Climate Action Plan, as appropriate 

Actions in the plan address 
transport, built 
environment, landuse, as 
well as agriculture and 
forestry. Some additional 
actions are recommended 
in this regard through the 
SEA and AA assessment 
processes. 

 Climate Adaptation 
In preparing the Plan and SEA, you should consider how the impacts of climate change, individually 
and in combination, are likely to influence the implementation of the Plan. The Plan should look to 
improve resilience of existing and planned critical infrastructure, systems and procedures to the 
effects and variability of climate change. Vulnerable populations should be considered in the context 
of just transition/adaptation. The cascading effects of proposed adaptation measures should also be 
considered. Recent extreme weather events could be useful to assist in identifying areas where for 
further work is needed to improve resilience, e.g. the resilience of critical water service 
infrastructure to flooding and drought 

The cumulative effects of 
adaptation measures is 
considered in Chapter 7 of 
this SEA. 

 The Plan should include appropriate adaptation measures that can be implemented either directly 
or through relevant land use plans and/or specific plans e.g. Flood Risk Management Plans, River 

Will be considered and 
integrated as appropriate. 
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Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

Basin Management Plans etc. The Plan will also help inform local authority land use and transport 
planning. Additional aspects to consider may include changes in native species and habitats and the 
spread of invasive species, pests and pathogens. In this regard, the Plant Atlas 2020 project looking 
ŀǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ ! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ 
https://bsbi.org/wpcontent/uploads/dlm_uploads/2023/02/BSBI-Plant-Atlas-2020-summary-
reportIreland-WEB.pdf 

 Water Quality  
The Plan should take into account the most recent Water Framework Directive water quality status 
and risk information, available on the EDEN WFD app. Relevant future projections of river flow are 
available in either EPA research reports (such as HydroPredict, pending), or academic papers related 
to these projects. 

Noted, will be considered. 

 Air quality  
The Plan should take into account the Draft National Clean Air Strategy (DECC). The Air Quality in 
Ireland 2021 Report (EPA, 2022) sets out the most recent status in each of the four air quality zones 
ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ 5ŀǘŀ ƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ 
national ambient air quality monitoring network should also be integrated as appropriate. The 
pollutants of most concern are traffic-related, including Particulate Matter and Nitrogen Dioxide. 

Noted, will be considered 
given localised transport 
emissions and impacts on 
biodiversity, water and 
human health. 

 Recent EPA Climate change related publications  
Some recent climate change publications that may be useful to consider in preparing the SEA and 
the Plan are shown below: -  
Ireland's Greenhouse Gas Emissions Projections 2022-2040 (EPA, 2023) - Ireland's Final Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions 1990-2021 (EPA, 2023) - LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Dŀǎ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ мффл-2022 
(EPA, 2023) - Climate Change's Four Irelands (EPA, 2022) - IrelŀƴŘΩǎ !ƛǊ tƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ нлнм 
(1990-2030) (EPA, 2023)  
 
Additionally, further reports/publications are available at: can be consulted at 
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/.  
 
Research report 429: Building Coastal and Marine Resilience in Ireland (EPA, 2023) may be useful to 
consider. It discusses the need for identification and increased awareness of climate change risks to 
LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ importance of building national resilience across 
socio-ecological and economic systems. Other climate- related environmental research reports are 
available at: https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change 

Noted, will be reviewed 
and included as 
appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEA mitigation measure 
includes this publication re 
coastal and marine 
resilience. 

 9t! {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ hǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ - An 
LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ нлнл ό{h9wнлнлύ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ΨYŜȅ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩΦ 

Noted 

https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/
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Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term sustainable development and environmental objectives will involve 
many different stakeholders to address these key actions. The report recognises the need for full 
implementation of existing environmental legislation and review of governance/coordination on 
environmental protection across public bodies. Specifically, information provided in the following 
chapters should be considered, as appropriate and relevant. - Chapter 2 (Climate) highlights the 
clear need for systemic change in Ireland to ensure the country will become the climate neutral and 
climate resilient society it aspires to be. More urgency is needed to deliver actions on climate 
mitigation and adaptation and to ensure that Ireland meets its international obligations to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Further measures are required to meet national and EU ambitions 
to keep the global temperature increase to 1.5°C.  
 
These measures will contribute to Ireland achieving climate neutrality by 2050. - Chapter 11 
(Transport). The transport sector has a significant impact on the environment, including being 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ нл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ! sustainable mobility 
transformation is required, with the next decade crucial, whereby necessary journeys are made by 
sustainable modes such as walking, cycling and public transport, followed by using electric vehicles 
where unavoidable. For this transformation to happen the measures relating to transport in the 
Climate Action Plan, and other necessary measures, must be fast tracked.  
 
Long-term, integrated spatial and transport planning can achieve compact development and move 
trips to other modes of transport, including cycling and should be supported in the Plan. Shifting to 
these modes is an essential part of a sustainable and climate-neutral transition for the transport 
sector. - Chapter 12 (Energy). Almost 90% of our total energy use is provided by combustion of 
mostly imported fossil fuels, which is unsustainable, and we need to begin fast tracking measures 
within the Climate Action Plan and other necessary solutions. This will involve strategic planning to 
transform this situation by 2050. Transitioning to using clean energy is essential for the protection of 
human health, our climate and the wider environment and will help support sustainable 
development of our society and economy. - Other chapters to consider include Chapter 6 (Nature) 
and Chapter 13 (Environment and Agriculture). 

 Population and Human Health: 
Air quality and water quality considerations should also be included in the list of aspects to be 
considered in relation to population and human health. Issues around equity and how vulnerable 
groups can be best assisted in dealing with and adapting to climate change should be considered, as 
relevant to the Plan.  

These  topics are 
considered in Chapter 4, 7 
and mitigation measures 
recommended as 
appropriate . 
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Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

Biodiversity: The Plan should also seek to protect existing green and blue infrastructure and key 
ecological corridors from inappropriate development.  
Water Resources: With regards flooding, the Plan should consider the need for appropriate zoning 
and development of lands to avoid incompatible land uses in areas at risk of significant flooding. 
Soils / Geology: The protection of high nature value farming areas, and key agricultural lands should 
be considered. Where natural resources are required to support development, these should be 
carried out as efficiently as possible.  
Landscape: ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {9! ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ΨǾƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΩ ƻŦ 
any proposed measures with potential to impact on sensitive landscape areas.  
Material Assets Transportation: The Plan should align with the transport commitments in the 
National Planning Framework, Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, and 
the Galway Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy, where appropriate and relevant.  
²ŀǘŜǊ {ǳǇǇƭȅΥ ¦ƛǎŎŜ 9ƛǊŜŀƴƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ όŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 
Regional Water Resource Plans) takes account of potential climate change implications for drinking 
water supply/service provision and may be also useful to consider.  
Cross-cutting issues Climate change will affect all aspects of our economy and society, with many 
issues impacting on the operations of individual local authorities. In implementing the Plan and in 
responding effectively to climate change, coordination, and collaboration among stakeholders on 
cross-cutting issues is needed 

 The Plan should include a commitment to implement the environmental monitoring programme and 
associated reporting set out in the Environmental Report.  
²Ŝ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ΨaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΣ 
setting out the provisions for monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Plan and 
periodic reviews. There may be merits in aligning the periodic reviews of the Plan with existing 
ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜΦƎΦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 
Directive, Marine Strategy Framework Directive etc.  
 
In between review periods for the Plan, we recommend that Plan-related implementation reports 
are published annually, or biennially, as appropriate. We recommend aligning these Plan 
implementation monitoring/reporting with the environmental monitoring required under the SEA 
legislation. Doing so would enable the environmental performance of the Plan to be evaluated and 
would also provide for increased transparency during implementation.  
 
The SEA-related monitoring should address positive, negative and cumulative effects where they are 
likely to occur and should include provision for on-going review to facilitate an early response to any 

Noted, the monitoring for 
the SEA ER is presented in 
Chapter 9. 
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Consultee Summary of comments  SEA Response 

significant environmental issues that may arise. The Environmental Report should specify the 
monitoring frequency and responsibilities and include provisions for reporting on the monitoring. To 
avoid duplication in data collection, the same indicators should be used for the plan-related and 
SEA-related monitoring where possible 

Department 
of Housing, 
Heritage 
and Local 
Government 

Having considered the SEA Scoping Report, the Department makes the following observations:  
1. ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ψƴƻ ƴŜǘ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

Objective 1.1.3 of the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017 ς 2021. This objective requires all 

Public Authorities and private sector bodies to ΩƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƴƻ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

strategies, planning, mitigation measures, appropriate offsetting and/or investment in Blue-

DǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ. 

 

2. Ψ.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ CƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ CŀǳƴŀΩ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ  

¶ proposed Natural Heritage Areas, Nature Reserves and Refuges for Fauna or Flora designated under 
the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012,  

¶ Species protected under the Wildlife Acts including protected flora,  

¶ ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΩΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
(2004/35/EC) and European Communities (Environmental Liability) Regulations, 2008, including Birds 
Directive ς Annex I species and other regularly occurring migratory species, and their habitats 
(wherever they occur) and Habitats Directive ς Annex I habitats, Annex II species and their habitats, 
and Annex IV species and their breeding sites and resting places (wherever they occur),  

¶ Important bird areas such as those identified by Birdlife International,  

¶ Features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild flora and fauna, such as those 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 
Directive,  

¶ Other habitats of ecological value in a national to local context,  

¶ Red data book species 
3. ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅΣ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ 

and habitats for nature-based solutions including Sustainable Drainage System and Green 

LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊation of Nature-

based Solutions to the Management of Rainwater and Surface Water Runoff into plans and 

developments as a Water Strategic Environmental Objective. Best practice interim guidance 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘΥ ΨbŀǘǳǊŜ-based solutions to the Management of Rainwater and Surface 

 
1.A new SEO has been 
included in the SEA ER to 
reflect the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan;  
 
 
 
 
2. This data is included, as 
relevant and appropriate 
in the SEA ER Baseline 
chapter and monitoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Action recommended 
for inclusion. Note text in E 
9 that partially addressed 
this: 
άConsider and implement 
Nature Based Solutions 
(NBS) on all internal and 
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²ŀǘŜǊ wǳƴƻŦŦ ƛƴ ¦Ǌōŀƴ !ǊŜŀǎΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ [!²twh ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘΥ 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/10d7c-nature-based-solutions-to-the management-of-

rainwater-and-surface-water-runoff-in-urban-areas-best-practice interim-guidance-document/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Measures should be included in the SEA for collective scientific analysis of post planning species 

monitoring reports submitted to the Local Authority to ascertain positive and negative species 

trends and success or otherwise of mitigation at Local Authority level and to inform future 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ΨDǳƛŘance on the Strict Protection of Certain 

!ƴƛƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘΦ 

 

GCC planning permitted 
projects to ensure climate 
resilience and promoting 
biodiversity net gain, 
thereby creating vibrant, 
liveable and sustainable 
public realm. Further to 
include sustainable urban 
drainage systems, with 
appropriate regard to 
environmental protection 
requirements, including 
designated European sites.  
Increase in leaf cover in 
Galway City area, 
considering trees and 
vertical shading solutions.έ 
 Reference to LAWPRO 
guidance on NBS 
recommended for 
inclusion in CAP also. 
 
4 Noted, could be 
considered under 
preparation of new 
biodiversity action plan 

 The Department notes that {Ƙŀƴǘŀƭƭŀκ²ŜǎǘǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ5ŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ȊƻƴŜΩ ό5½ύ 
in the scoping document. The following designated sites should be considered in relation to this: 
Lough Corrib Special Area of Conservation (SAC) (Site Code: 000297), Galway Bay Complex (SAC) 
(Site Code: 000268) and Inner Galway Bay Special Protected Area (SPA) (Site Code: 004031). The NIR 
should include information on what alternative areas were considered and compared. The 
Department recommends identifying, protecting and enhancing the existing nature based carbon 
sequestering habitats in a DZ including but not limited to species rich grasslands, peatlands, 
wetlands, hedgerows and woodlands that would be integral to Galway City achieving its own and 
ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ нлол ŀƴŘ нлрл /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ Change targets. 

Noted. CAP provides 
analysis as to criteria used 
in selecting DZ areas. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/10d7c-nature-based-solutions-to-the
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 The Department would like to draw your attention to the Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 
for Built and Archaeological Heritage (CCSAP) (2019) prepared as part of the National Adaptation 
Framework. The CCSAP identifies the priority impacts for the built and archaeological heritage based 
on current climate change projections. 
The Heritage Division of this Department is engaged with the local authorities through the 
departmental Climate Change Advisory Group and established Working Groups to ensure a 
consistent approach to protection and adaptation of heritage assets across the country and an 
alignment of policies, plans and actions across national, regional and local climate action. 
The Department anticipates ongoing engagement with the local authorities throughout the 
implementation of the current and future sectoral adaptation plans. 
In the preparation and implementation of the local authority adaptation strategy, there are a 
number of issues regarding protection of built and archaeological heritage that this Department 
recommends be taken into account to identify the heritage assets at risk in its area, assess their 
vulnerability to climate change, increase their resilience and develop disaster risk reduction policies 
for direct and indirect risks. 

Noted, and agreed. 
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2.1.2 Baseline data 
The baseline data assists in describing the current state of the environment, facilitating the 
identification, evaluation and subsequent monitoring of the effects of the plan.  It helps identify 
Issues and Threats in and around the plan area and in turn these can be quantified (for certain 
environmental parameters) or qualified.  This highlights the environmental issues relevant to each 
SEA parameter and ensures that the plan implementation does not exacerbate such problems. 
Conversely this information can also be used to promote good environmental practices and 
opportunities for environmental enhancement, thereby improving environmental quality where 
possible. 
 
Baseline data was gathered for all parameters.  
 
Other data was gathered from the SEA ER of the North and Western Regional Economic and Spatial 
Strategy, NPWS, , National Biodiversity Centre, Uisce Eireann, the EPA, Met Eireann and other 
sources as appropriate including reports recommended by the EPA in their Scoping Submission. 
Footnotes throughout the document, particularly in Chapter Four present the reference and source. 
 
The SEA has also used a Geographical Information System (GIS) in the following ways:  
ω To provide baseline information on a range of environmental parameters;  
ω To assist in assessment of alternatives; 
ω To help assess in-combination or cumulative impacts, and 
ω To provide maps to illustrate environmental parameters in the SEA Environmental Report. 

2.1.3 Approach to assessment of significant environmental impacts 
The principal component of the SEA involves a broad environmental assessment of the CAP   A 
methodology that uses the concept of expert judgement, public consultation, GIS and matrices, 
both to assess the environmental impact and to present the conclusions has been adopted in this 
SEA.   
 
Key to assessing the above is setting a specific set of environmental objectives for each of the 
environmental topics. The objectives are provided in Chapter Five and include all aspects of the 
environment such as Cultural heritage, Population and Human health, and Biodiversity, Flora and 
Fauna.   
 
The assessment described within this Environmental Report aims to highlight the potential conflicts, 
if they are present, between the actions identified in the CAP with the Strategic Environmental 
Objectives. Furthermore, ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ 
implementation on sensitive environmental receptors. 
 
The SEA Directive requires that information be focused upon relevant aspects of the environmental 
characteristics of the area likely to be significantly affected by the plan and the likely change, both 
positive and negative, where applicable.   
 
Chapter Seven provides a discussion, where relevant, on the significance and type of the identified 
impact in accordance with current guidelines. 
 
A key part of the SEA process has been the integration of the draft CAP, the SEA and Appropriate 
Assessment.  The SEA legislation and guidelines highlight the importance of the integration between 
the preparation of the draft CAP and the SEA and AA processes.  The iterative nature of the SEA 
process is such that the CAP is informed by environmental considerations throughout the 
preparation of the plan. The Natura Impact Report is a separate document to the Environmental 
Report both of which accompany this draft CAP. 
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2.1.4 Mitigation 
Section (g) of Schedule 2B of the SEA Regulations requires information on the mitigation measures 
that will be put in place to minimise/eliminate any significant adverse impacts due to the 
implementation of the plan.  Chapter Eight of this SEA ER highlights the mitigation measures that 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΩ 
implementation.   
 
The CAP has been prepared having regard to the environmental protection objectives already within 
the draft plan and the iterative process between SEA and plan preparation. However, some 
unavoidable residual issues may remain and therefore mitigation measures are required. Chapter 
Nine details the mitigation measures necessary to prevent, reduce and, as fully as possible, offset 
any significant adverse impacts on the environment of implementing the CAP. 

2.1.5 Monitoring 
Article 10 of the SEA Directive sets out the requirement that monitoring is to be carried out of the 
significant environmental effects of the implementation of the plan in order to identify at an early 
stage any unforeseen adverse effects and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action. 
Chapter Nine presents the monitoring requirements for the plan. 

2.1.6 Habitats Directive Assessment 
The Habitats Directive requires, inter alia, that plans and programmes undergo AA screening to 
establish the likely or potential effects arising from implementation of the plan. If the effects are 
deemed to be significant, potentially significant or uncertain then the plan must undergo Stage 2 
AA. The preparation of the CAP, SEA and AA are taking place concurrently and the findings of the AA 
have informed both the SEA and the plan itself. The SEA has also applied the methodology for 
Integrated Biodiversity Assessment where relevant (EPA, 2015).  

2.1.7 Data Gaps 
Data gaps are present in terms of upto date human health and population information.  More 
broadly, understanding the interactions between climate change, weather events, and impacts on 
water and biodiversity in particular are complex.  Sectoral climate change adaptation plans have 
been referenced and used to fill these data gaps where possible.   
The SEA ER has used an ecosystems services modelling approach to attempt to address these data 
gaps particularly in terms of understanding the role and inter-relationships between environmental 
parameters including water resources, biodiversity and human health.  
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3 Relationships to Plans  
Under the SEA Directive, the relationship between the and other relevant plans and programmes 
must be taken into account. The preparation of the CAP must be considered within the context of a 
hierarchy of policies, plans and strategies which include international, national, regional and local 
level policy documents. These documents set the policy framework within which the CAP will 
operate. A list of the key relevant international, national, regional and city policies to be included in 
the review are provided below in Sections 3.2 to 3.4; Section 3.5. The list below is adapted from the 
EPA SEA of Local Authority Land-Use Plans - EPA Recommendations and Resources 2023 (Version 
1.19)1.Table 3.1 identifies key principles that inform the SEA process arising from this review and 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9t! ¢ƘŜƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦b 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

3.1 International and National 
¶ United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

¶ National Planning Framework(under review currently) (DHLGH) 

¶ National Biodiversity Plan (DHLGH) 

¶ Climate Action Plan 2022 (DECC) 

¶ Sectoral Climate Change Adaptation Strategies and Low Carbon Roadmaps Sectoral Adaptation Plan 
(Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan )  and the annual Climate 
Action Plan (CAP23 

¶ National Mitigation Plan (DECC) 

¶ National Adaptation Framework (DECC) 

¶ National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (DECC) 

¶ EU Climate Adaptation Strategy 2021 

¶ National Broadband Plan (DECC) 

¶ National Renewable Electricity Policy Framework (in preparation DECC) 

¶ Grid 25 Implementation Strategy (Eirgrid) 

¶ Framework for Alternative Fuel Infrastructure in Transport (DoT) 

¶ National Bioenergy Plan (DECC) 

¶ National Landscape Strategy (DHLGH) 

¶ Smarter Transport / Strategic Framework for Integrated Land Transport (DoT) 

¶ National Greenway Strategy (DoT)  

¶ State of the Environment Report 2020 (EPA) 

¶ Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy (DECC, 2020) 

¶ Draft National Hazardous Waste Management Plan (EPA, in preparation) 

¶ National River Basin Management Plan for Ireland (DHLGH)- Draft in preparation and under 
notification by European Commission to respond within 2 months (due November 2023) 

¶ National Marine Planning Framework (DHLGH) 

¶ Water Services Strategic Plan (Irish Water) 

¶ Capital Investment Programme (Irish Water) 

¶ Draft Water Resources Management Plan (Irish Water) 

¶ National CFRAMS Programme (OPW) 

¶ Clean Air Strategy 2023 (DECC) 

3.2 Regional and Local 
¶ North Western Regional Economic and Spatial and Strategy 

¶ Relevant CFRAMS Flood Risk Management Plan (OPW) 

¶ Pollution Reduction Programmes for Shellfish Waters (DHPLG) 

 
1 Preliminary SEA Scoping Submission ς Greater Dublin Area (epa.ie) 

https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/220412/8eb5a3c1-cde7-469d-bd5b-2d022b394dc2.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/270956/94a5673c-163c-476a-921f-7399cdf3c8f5.pdf#page=null
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/assessment/strategic-environmental-assessment/EPA-SEA-LandUse-Recommendations-Guidance_2023.pdf
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¶ Regional Waste Management Plan (CUWR) 

¶ National Investment Framework for Transport Investment (DTTAS) 

¶ National River Basin Management Plans (DHPLG) 

¶ Galway City Council Documentation:  Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029 and associated 
environmental assessments including SEA Environmental Reports(ER), Natura Impact Reports (NIR) 
and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA). 

¶ Galway Galway Transport Strategy 2016-2035 

¶ Public Realm Strategy 2019 and associated Design, Activity and Delivery Manuals 

¶ Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019 2024 

¶ Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2024 

3.3 Key implications and principles arising from the Plan, Policy and Programme 
Review. 
Arising from the review, several key principles and implications for the SEA ER can be established. 
These principles are considered through the SEA process and inform the assessment.  For 
consistency the Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) developed for the Galway City 
Development Plan 2023 -2029 are proposed for application in the SEA of the CAP, as appropriate.  
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9t! Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
for 2020 are presented, where relevant, to align the key principles with these key environmental 
messages and challenges for the environment, in addition to relevant UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. Please see Table 3.1 overleaf which presents this information. .
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TABLE 3-1KEY PRINCIPLES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE SEA OF THE GALWAY CITY CAP 2024-2029  

SEA Topic Principles for the CAP and SEA EPA Irelands 
Environment 2020  
Key Messages 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

Air Quality 
and Climate 
 

Support the delivery of all national climate policy as 

appropriate to the city with the prioritisation and 

acceleration of evidence-based measures 

Promote climate adaption and mitigation measures in 

line with the Galway City Climate Change Adaption 

Strategy and any future plans. 

Enable sustainable development by encouraging new 

and existing development to reduce carbon emissions 

and build climate resilience. 

Improve air quality within the city  

Comply as appropriate with the provisions of the 

Planning System and Flood Risk Management: 

Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DEHLG, 2009). 

 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE5 Air Quality 
SOE4 Climate 
SOE6 Nature 
SOE 8 Marine 
SOE9 Clean Energy 
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE12 Circular Economy 
SOE13 Landuse 

SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrialisation and foster innovation 
SDG 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns 
SDG13. Take urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impacts. 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and 
Fauna 

Protect, conserve and promote the enhancement of 

habitats, species and their sustaining resources in 

international and national designated sites and prevent 

adverse impacts (direct, cumulative and indirect) from 

development within or adjacent to these sites. 

Protect and conserve rare and threatened habitats and 

species, including those listed in the Habitats Directive 

and the Wildlife Acts. 

Protect and conserve the marine environment and 

promote the appropriate sustainable management of 

the coastal zone taking cognisance of potential direct, 

indirect and cumulative impacts on European sites. 

SOE 4 Climate 
SOE 5 Air Quality 
SOE 6 Nature 
SEO 8 Marine  
SOE 11 Water Services 
SEO 12 Circular 
Economy 
SOE 13 Land use 
 

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development  
SDG 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use 
of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
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SEA Topic Principles for the CAP and SEA EPA Irelands 
Environment 2020  
Key Messages 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

Support measures to control and manage alien/invasive 

species. 

Protect areas of local biodiversity value and stepping 

stones which provide connectivity for species and 

prevent wildlife habitat fragmentation that contributes 

towards no net loss of biodiversity through strategies, 

planning, mitigation measures, appropriate offsetting 

and/or investment in Blue-DǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ1 

Promote ecological awareness and biodiversity. 

Avoid and minimise habitat fragmentation and seek 

opportunities to improve habitat connectivity that 

moves  

Population, 
Human 
Health, 
Noise 

{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ-

related pressures and risks to health and well-being 

including air, water and noise pollution, climate change 

and flooding. 

Promote good quality of life based on high-quality 

residential, working and recreational environments and 

on sustainable travel patterns, land uses, including 

potential adverse noise quality impacts. 

Promote social inclusion and wellbeing/healthy living in 

the city. 

Minimise noise, vibration and emissions from traffic and 

minimise impact on residential amenities. 

 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE4 Climate 
SOE5 Air Quality 
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE 12 Circular 
Economy 
SOE13 Landuse 

SDG 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for 
all at all ages. 
SDG 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive employment 
and decent work for all. 
SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation. 
SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable. 

 
1 Amended following SEA Scoping Submission by Dept of Housing, Heritage and Local Government 
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SEA Topic Principles for the CAP and SEA EPA Irelands 
Environment 2020  
Key Messages 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

Water Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of 

surface water, rivers, lakes and groundwater to meet 

the requirements of the National River Basin 

Management Plan. 

Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of 

transitional and coastal waters, and to prevent the 

contamination of bathing water.  

Support the maintenance and improvement of drinking 

water supplies. 

Support the promotion of water conservation. 

Progressively reduce discharges of polluting substances 

to waters. 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE5 Air Quality 
SOE4 Climate 
SOE6 Nature 
SOE 11 Water Services  
SOE13 Landuse 
 

SDG 6. Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for everyone 
SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development 

Soil and 
Geology 

Maintain the quality of soils. 

Maximise the sustainable re- use of brownfield lands, 

and the existing built environment. 

Minimise the consumption of non-renewable sand, 

gravel and rock deposits. 

Protect and conserve important and audited geological 

heritage sites 

SOE4 Climate 
SOE6 Nature 
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE 12 Water Services  
SOE13 Landuse 

SDG12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns. 
SDG 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use 
of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

Material 
Assets 

Maximise use of the built environment in a sustainable 

and efficient manner. 

Maximise and support sustainable modes of transport. 

Ensure water and wastewater are planned for and 

provided as critical services infrastructure 

Facilitate measures to reduce all forms of air pollution. 

SEO3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE 5 Air Quality 
SOE 8 Marine 
SOE9 Clean Energy SOE 
13 Land use 
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE 12 Circular 
Economy 

SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation 
SDG 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns 
SDG 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impacts 

Cultural 
Heritage 

To support adaptive re-use of existing uninhabited and 
derelict structures where possible opposed to demolition 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 

SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable. 
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SEA Topic Principles for the CAP and SEA EPA Irelands 
Environment 2020  
Key Messages 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

and new build (to promote sustainability and reduce 
landfill). 
tǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
cultural, built archaeological and linguistic heritage, and 
where appropriate enhance character. 
 

SOE 12 Circular 
Economy 
SOE13 Landuse 

SDG16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access to justice for 
all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels 

Landscape  Conserve and enhance the built heritage and landscape 

features of the city. 

Support landscape scale responses to climate change 

adaptation and mitigation 

 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE 4 Climate 
SOE 5 Air Quality 
SOE 6 Nature 
SEO 8 Marine  
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE 12 Circular 
Economy 
SOE 13 Land use 

SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable. 
SDG 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use 
of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Inter-
relationships 

Maintain and improve the health of people, ecosystems 
and natural processes  
Actively seek to integrate opportunities for 
environmental enhancement. 
 

SOE3 Health and 
Wellbeing 
SOE 4 Climate 
SOE5 Air Quality 
SOE6 Nature 
SOE7 Water Services 
SOE 8 Marine 
SOE9 Clean Energy 
SOE 11 Water Services 
SOE12 Circular Economy 
SOE13 Landuse 

All SDGs 
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4 Summary of current Environmental Baseline in Galway City. 

4.1 Introduction 
The plan area encompasses Galway City.  Therefore, the primary focus of the environmental baseline 
are the city plan areas, and depending on the environmental parameter at a larger scale. For example, 
built heritage might be confined to a street or specific site, whereas water resources such as rivers, 
lakes, estuaries and coastal waters are far larger in scope and can be influenced by activities at a 
larger scale or activities upstream.  Similarly, mobile species may disperse over larger areas of the 
landscape and require consideration at City and regional level depending on the species under 
consideration.   The scope of the baseline has been informed by the scoping submissions received.  

 

4.2 Green and Blue Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services 
Green spaces are key in terms of natural capital and ecosystem services. Green and Blue 

infrastructure can also contribute to climate change adaptation and mitigation with co benefits in 

terms of biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and human health 1. There is strong policy support in 

the Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029 to protect and enhance recreation and amenity space 

reinforced through the recognition of the importance of the same throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic2Φ  ! ŦƛŦǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘΦ DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

protect the environment and meet the requirements of a number of European Directives, including 

the Habitats, Birds, Water Framework and Floods Directives. The Green Network supports the linkage 

between various multifunctional spaces that include: 

¶ .ƭǳŜ {ǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ 

¶ Protected Spaces of ecological and biodiversity importance 

¶ Green Spaces of woodland parks 

¶ Open Spaces including recreational and amenity and agricultural zoned lands 

¶ Community Spaces, that afford direct access to nature and amenities (e.g. greenways) to the 

community  

Green infrastructure planning is a successfully tested tool to provide environmental, economic and 
social benefits through natural solutions. In many cases, it can reduce dependence on 'grey' 
infrastructure that can be damaging to the environment and biodiversity, and often more expensive 
to build and maintain.   While green infrastructure promotes the amenity and quality of life value of 
nature within urban settings and is not solely for the benefit of biodiversity, it is noted that it can 
contribute significantly to the retention and enhancement of ecological connectivity. 

Green Infrastructure is defined as Ψŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ (Comhar, 
2010). Such spaces include woodlands, coastlines, flood plains, hedgerows, fields, gardens, turloughs, 
lakes, city parks and street trees, and the benefits to humans they provide include water purification, 
flood control, carbon capture, food production and recreation. Incorporation of green infrastructure in 
spatial planning and sectoral decision making helps to prevent biodiversity loss and fragmentation of 
ecosystems, thus restoring, maintaining and enhancing ecosystems and their services. It will improve 
resilience and adaptation to climate change and enable greater connectivity between ecosystems in 

 
1 Spatial Planning & Climate Action Delivering a Low Carbon & Climate Resilient Future Workshop Report Feb 2021 CARO 
2 ά/h±L5-мф ŀƴŘ {ƘŜŜǊ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ нлнл !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ .ƭǳŜκDǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣέ мфΦ 
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protected areas and the wider countryside. The European Commission produced a strategy on green 
infrastructure in 2013. Due to its obligations under the European Landscape Convention, Ireland has 
prepared the National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015-2025, which has significant implications for 
biodiversity. 

Ecosystems provide a series of services for human wellbeing either directly (as food, medicinal 
extracts, and fuel), and indirectly by providing clean air and water. The true value of biodiversity and 
benefits derived from ecosystem services cannot be limited to a financial value, as many 
interdependencies between biodiversity, natural ecosystems and their benefits to human beings have 
not been fully understood1.  The following section provide a brief overview of the existing ecosystem 
present in and around the plan area.  The NW RESS states the following under Regional Policy 
Objective 5.6  Develop awareness and create a greater appreciation of the benefits of our natural 
heritage, including on the health, wealth and well-being of the regions ecosystem services. 

See Box 1 below for description of Ecosystem Services and Figure 4.2 for graphic of same; whilst Figures 
4.2 to 4.4 presents the NPWS Mapping Ecosystem Services Pilot Project that identifies a number of 
ecosystem services at plan level. The EPA Research Report2 on Irish marine, coastal and estuarine 
ecosystem services cites a valuation exercise study of Galway Bay, which used a combination of gross 
national income and cultural adjustment and demonstrated that the sea and the beaches were the two 
most valuable ecƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ ϵмотΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ϵпрΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŀǎ ƻŦ нлмнύΦ    

BOX 1 ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

Ecosystem services are the benefits that flow from nature to people. They can be provisioning (e.g. the supply of 
food, clean air and water and materials), regulating (e.g. water and climate regulation, nutrient cycling, 
pollination, or the formation of fertile soils), or cultural (e.g. recreation opportunities, or the inspiration we draw 
from nature). Natural ecosystems are multifunctional ς they can provide a wide range of services 
simultaneously. The range and flow of these benefits depends largely on biodiversity and ecosystem condition. 

A network of healthy ecosystems often provides cost-effective alternatives to traditional 'grey' infrastructure, 
offering benefits for EU citizens and biodiversity. This is why the EU promotes the use of nature-based green 
and blue infrastructure solutions3. 

FIGURE 4-1 PRINCIPAL ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

 

 
1 Ecosystems Services, Mapping and Assessment | National Parks & Wildlife Service 
2 Norton, Hynes, and Boyd, ±ŀƭǳƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭΣ aŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǘǳŀǊƛƴŜ 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
3 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm 
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FIGURE 4-2 ECOSYSTEM SERVICES CARBON IN SOIL 

 
FIGURE 4-3 ECOSYSTEM SERVICES WATER RETENTION 
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FIGURE 4-4 ECOSYSTEM SERVICES WATER FILTRATION 

 

4.3 Biodiversity, flora and fauna 
The Plan area is rich in biodiversity, with many significant protected habitats and species including 
coastal habitats and terrestrial habitats supporting a range of species and flora including otters, bats, 
wildfowl, salmon, lamprey and otter amongst others. Other habitats, although not protected are 
important for providing links between the protected habitats, allow migration, dispersal and genetic 
exchange of wild plants and mammals. Examples include scrub, hedgerows, tree lines, roadside 
verges, housing estate open spaces and gardens.  Natural heritage in the plan area includes a wide 
range of natural features that make an essential contribution to the environmental quality, ecological 
biodiversity, climate resilience through nature-based solutions landscape character, visual amenity 
and recreational activities of the city.   The Council also supports the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan which 
aims to help pollinators by improving biodiversity. 

4.3.1 Designated sites 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) have been selected for protection under the European Council 
Directive on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (92/43/EEC) - referred to 
as the Habitats Directive. The integrity of a European Site (referred to in Article 6.3 of the EU Habitats 
Directive) is determined based on the conservation status of the qualifying features of the SAC. The 
qualifying features for the designated sites have been obtained through a review of the Conservation 
Objectives available from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS).  Few Natura 2000 sites are 
exclusively designated or classified in consideration of terrestrial or aquatic qualifying interests; many 
consist of a combination of terrestrial, freshwater and marine habitats and species. In the natural 
environment also there is considerable overlap between terrestrial and aquatic fauna and flora, with 
each co-existing and co-reliant in many cases. A full assessment of the Plan against the qualifying 
interests and conservation objectives of the designated sites is undertaken throughout the 
appropriate assessment process which has been undertaken in conjunction with the Plan and SEA 
processes and is presented in the Natura Impact Statement. 

 
Natural Heritage Areas also have a significant role in supporting the species using Natura 2000 sites 
mainly relating to mobile fauna such as mammals and birds which may use pNHAs and NHAs as 
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άǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bŀǘǳǊŀ нллл ǎƛǘŜǎΦ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 
Regulations 2011, place a high degree of importance on such non-Natura 2000 areas as features that 
connect the Natura 2000 network. Features such as ponds, woodlands and important hedgerows 
ŦƻǊƳ ƪŜȅ άǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎέΦ These habitats also provide other important ecosystem services such as 
carbon sequestration, flood attention, water filtration, and recreation.  Under the Wildlife 
Amendment Act (2000), Natural Heritage Areas (NHA) are legally protected from damage from the 
date they are formally proposed for designation.  The aim of the NHA network is to conserve and 
protect nationally important plant and animal species and their habitats. They are also designated to 
conserve and protect nationally important landforms, geological or geomorphological features.  
Article 10 of the Habitats Directive together with the Habitats Regulations 2011; place a high degree 
of importance on these sites as features that connect European sites.   

 
There are a number of other sites across the plan area that have been designated for environmental 
and/or ecological protection.  The Galway Biodiversity Action Plan (GBAP 2014-2024) takes into 
consideration the findings of the Habitats Inventory (2005) and a range of national and local policy 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ D.!P 
identifies potential wildlife corridors1 with the main corridor of the River Corrib, this connects the 
Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
Areas were identified in this plan and are presented below in Table 4.1. 
 

TABLE 4-1LOCAL BIODIVERSITY AREAS IDENTIFIED IN GALWAY CITY BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 2014-2024 

Name Summary 

Rusheen Bay ς 

Barna Woods ς 

Illaunafamona  

This mosaic of habitats is located around the intertidal area of Rusheen Bay. The area 

has several types of shoreline including glacial cliffs, gravel banks, rocky shore, sandy 

shore, muddy sand and salt marsh.  It also has several types of woodland in Barna 

Woods together with various semi-natural grassland types between Silverstrand and 

Gentian Hill. The entire area designated as either a SAC and/or SPA. 

Cappagh ς 

Ballymoneen 

An area of blanket bog, fen, wet grassland and scrub located between Cappagh and 

Ballymoneen Roads.  

Ballagh ς 

Barnacranny Hill 

Connemara peatlands, which includes blanket bog, fen, wet grassland, heath land and 

scrub, located east of Tonabrocky. This area is designated a NHA. 

Mutton Island and 

nearby shoreline 

The intertidal area around Mutton Island and the shoreline between the Grattan Road 

strand and bƛƳƳƻΩǎ tƛŜǊ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŘŜƴǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 

vicinity of the city. The habitats are a mixture of rocky shore, sandy shore and shingle 

banks.  The entire area is covered by SPA designation. 

Lough Atalia and 

Renmore Lagoon 

Lough Atalia is a land-locked inlet holds tidal water at low tide and has the largest salt 

marsh within the city. Renmore Lagoon, an outlet of Lough Atalia, is brackish and is 

surrounded by wet grassland, reed swamp and shingle banks. Lough Atalia and the 

intertidal area at Renmore except the Renmore Lagoon is designated a SPA. 

River Corrib and 

adjoining 

wetlands 

¢ƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻǊǊƛō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ LƭƭŀǳƴŀŎƻǊǊŀΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ 

contain an important complex of habitats such as lowland river, limestone/marl lake, 

reed swamp, wet grassland and wet woodland. The area also includes reed swamp 

and meadows on either side of the Dyke Road between Quincentenary Bridge and 

Salmon Weir and wet woodland at Dangan to the south of Dangan Business and 

Technology Park on the west bank of the river and peatland areas north of Bushypark.   

 
1 Kindermann,G. 2004 
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Name Summary 

Menlough to 

Coolagh Hill  

Area of high value habitats centred on the Menlough area to the north of the city. The 

area has thin calcareous soils overlying limestone, which is exposed on the surface in 

many places. The area includes oak-ash-hazel woodland at Menlo Woods. It includes a 

mosaic of exposed limestone rock, calcareous grassland and hazel scrub. A small 

turlough occurs at the centre of this area. 

Ballindooley ς 

Castlegar 

This area is centred on Ballindooley Lough and holds fen, reed swamp, wet grassland, 

scrub and exposed limestone rock. The Castlegar area also contains smaller areas of 

wet grassland, scrub and exposed limestone. 

Ballybrit 

Racecourse 

Large open area of species-rich calcareous grassland. 

Merlin Park 

Woods  

 

Woodlands containing mature broad-leafed trees, mixed broad-leaved conifer 

woodland and scrub. Located north and south of Merlin Park, Hospital and Dublin 

Road. 

Doughiska 

 

 

This area along the eastern boundary of the city, is centred on an area of exposed 

limestone rock with calcareous grassland and scrub. The grassland contains orchid 

species. 

Roscam The peninsula of Roscam lies between Oranmore Bay to the east and the townland of 

Murrough to the west, with the railway line dividing it from lands to the north.  It 

contains some small but relatively undisturbed examples of saltmarsh, shingle banks, 

brackish lagoon, sandy shore and muddy sand shore, with calcareous grassland and 

scrub. 

 
These are areas are of huge importance for the protection of biodiversity at a local level and also in 
the provision of amenity and educational resource.  See Figure 4.5 for principal designated sites 
including Ramsar Sites.. 

FIGURE 4-5 DESIGNATED CONSERVATION SITES 

 
















































































































































